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National Mental Health Association

Report of On-Site Technical Assistance              ________________________________________________________________________

Site:

MHA-Indiana, Indianapolis, IN

Topic:

To draft legislation focused on diversion, community corrections, community policing and forensic facilities for people with mental illnesses who come in contact with the criminal justice system. 

Date:

December 10, 2002

NMHA Facilitators:

Chuck Ingoglia, Vice President, Research and Services

Oscar Morgan, Senior Consultant, Mental Health Policy and Programs

Lynn Bauer, Policy Analyst, Healthcare Reform

Wendi Cook, Program Coordinator, Adult Mental Health Services 

Type of Assistance:

MHA-Indiana requested the presence of NMHA staff to facilitate four discussion groups on diversion, community policing, community corrections and forensic facilities during a one-day interactive event. Group participants were made up of stakeholders through Indiana who have an interest in mental health and criminal justice issues.  In addition, national and local experts who present to identify and recommend best practices from nationally renowned model programs based on the above four discussion groups.  The goal of the event was to develop legislative recommendations in each of those four areas that the MHA-Indiana would then take to Indiana legislature in January to improve services in hopes of preventing people with mental illnesses from becoming entangled in the criminal justice system.   

In order to ensure stakeholders were provided the best possible information, national and local experts were paired with experts from NMHA to lead the discussion groups in each of the four topic areas.  This served to move the discussion forward, to guide the discussion with the latest innovations throughout the country, and to offer advice as to the plausibility of the recommendations in each of the four groups.

Agenda:

Please see attached.

Participants:

Please see attached.  

Expected Outcomes:  

As stated above, the goal of the onsite technical assistance request was to develop legislative recommendations for each of the four areas of community policing, diversion, community corrections and forensic facilities.  These recommendations would then be collated into a comprehensive bill addressing mental health and the criminal justice system on these four issues for MHA-Indiana to present to the legislature in January 2003.  MHA-Indiana is hopeful this bill will be enacted into law to serve as a stepping-stone for fair treatment of persons with mental illness who come in contact with the criminal justice system. 

Overview of Event:

While the event did not result in a formalized bill, it did result in discussions among stakeholders that outlined concerns and recommendations that will be drafted into language that will be used in the final piece of legislation.  Event participants were thoughtful, enthusiastic and responsive.  

At the end of the day when NMHA folks presented their group's outcomes, there were three overarching themes: (1) while stakeholders did agree that legislation with a grant component was a good route to rake, they wanted to know where the money would come from to support trainings and services to minimize people with mental illness entangled in the criminal justice system come from; (2) SB 3147 (which was used as the legislative template for people to comment on and revise) was difficult to work with as strategies for addressing mental health and the criminal justice system need to be developed by constituents of a given locale; and (3) while this particular meeting focused on adult services, there needs to be a focus in the future on juvenile justice services.  

Next Steps:

As a result of this meeting, Senator Connie Lawson has agreed to sponsor the Bill in the upcoming Indiana legislative session in January.  In addition, Senator Lawson has offered the services of a specialist in writing legislation to revise the template version of the bill to reflect the comments, suggestions and questions during the one-day technical assistance event.  
Follow-Up to Technical Assistance Visit:  

1. Continue to provide ongoing technical assistance to the MHA to ensure that the drafted legislation represents the views of the National Mental Health Association.  

2. Continue to work with MHA-IN to further prevent the overrepresentation and criminalization of persons with mental illness in the criminal justice system.

3. Broaden the technical assistance effort in Indiana to address juvenile justice issues. 
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