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Report of Technical Assistance Activity

· Site: Carson City, Nevada

· Dates of Activity: May 24, 2002

· Type of Assistance Provided:  
Presentation and Discussion of the Importance of Addressing Substance Abuse and Other Co-Occurring Disorders in Suicide Prevention Plans and Programs at the Nevada Legislative Commission’s Subcommittee to Study Suicide Prevention meeting.

· Organization Requesting Assistance: 

Division of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities

Department of Human Resources

Carlos Brandenburg, Ph.D.

Administrator

505 East King Street, Room 602

Carson City, NV 89701-3790

(775) 684-5943

· Specific Topic Area: The importance of co-occurring disorders in suicide prevention plans and programs.

· Anticipated Outcomes:  As a result of the presentation and discussion at the meeting, it is anticipated that a state suicide prevention plan in Nevada reflecting the role of appropriate strategies to address co-occurring disorders in suicide prevention will be developed.  Recommendations on how co-occurring substance abuse and mental illness will be addressed in a statewide suicide prevention program should be included.  In addition, examples of plans and programs previously developed and implemented in Nevada and other states will be included.

· Organizational representation and involvement: Participants included members of the Nevada Legislative Commission Subcommittee to Study Suicide Prevention and a diverse group of stakeholders from national organizations and from across Nevada presenting information on topics related to the implementation of a suicide prevention program in Nevada. State stakeholders included state legislators and appointees from various areas of Nevada, particularly Clark County and Southern Nevada.  Representatives from several organizations interested in suicide prevention made presentations including: SPAN USA, National Conference of State Legislatures, and The National Hopeline Network 1-800-SUICIDE.  A presentation was also given by a representative Washington State’s Youth Suicide Prevention Program. 

· Description of Activity: See attached program information and presentation transcript. 

· Participant List:

Nevada Legislative Commission, Subcommittee to Study Suicide Prevention members

Senator Ann O’Connell, Subcommittee Chairwoman

Carla Curran, Policy Specialist, Health Services-Prevention Projects, National


Conference of State Legislatures

Linda Flatt, Nevada Community Organizer, Suicide Prevention Advocacy Network USA


(SPAN USA)

Sue Eastgard, M.S.W., President, American Association of Suicidology, and Director, 


Washington State’s Youth Suicide Prevention Program

Jerry and Elsie Weyrauch, founders, SPAN USA

Reese Butler, Executive Director, Kristin Brooks Hope Center, and Administrator, The 

National Hopeline Network 1-800-SUICIDE

Rena M. Nora, M.D., Chief of Psychiatry Service, United States Veterans Health 

Administration (VA) Southern Nevada Healthcare System, Las Vegas, Nevada and President, American Foundation for Suicide Prevention – Nevada

Bruce D. Emery, M.S.W., President, Strategic Partnership Solutions, and Consultant to 


The National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors

Ron W. Flud, M.P.A., Coroner, Office of the Coroner/Medical Examiner, Clark County

Michael Bernstein, M.Ed., Health Educator, Clark County Health District

Lieutenant Stan Olsen, Government Liaison, Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department

Ken Riddle, Deputy Chief, Las Vegas Fire Department

Marian Thomas, Director, Trauma Intervention Program (TIP) of Southern Nevada

Mark Nichols, Executive Director, National Association of Social Workers, Nevada 


Chapter, Las Vegas
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