NAMI TENNESSEE IDIQ Visit

Rural Housing Symposium

Gallatin, TN

May 28, 2002

Attendees:  75 participants, primarily NAMI Tennessee members as well as providers,      consumers, and government agency employees. (Roster attached)

Agenda (attached) 

I. Affordable Housing through Federal Home Loan Bank Programs

Carol M. Peterson, Senior Vice President, FHLB in Cincinnati, OH, presented on the FHLB affordable housing programs including the 10 percent set aside of net earnings that every FHLB must direct toward affordable housing development.  These AHP funds can be used for new construction, rehabilitation, and rental housing development for low-income and very low-income households.  Non-profits (including CMHCs, MHAs, NAMIs et. al.) can apply directly for these funds based on competitive criteria which include serving homeless individuals and promoting economic independence.  

II. Overview of Resources in Affordable Housing System 

Ann O’Hara, Technical Assistance Collaboration (TAC), provided a comprehensive briefing on the complex structure of the affordable housing system, focusing on how federal housing resources flow from HUD, through state and local agencies, to local providers (non-profits and housing authorities).  This presentation included a explanations of the various forms of rental housing assistance to individual households (vouchers, operating subsidies) and housing development to non-profits and housing authorities (public housing, HOPE VI, capital grants, project-based subsidies).  In addition, this presentation covered the role of HUD’s block grant (HOME, CDBG) and homeless assistance (McKinney-Vento).  Finally, this presentation included a discussion of the impact of changes in federal law in 1992 that allow housing authorities and private owners of assisted housing to designate properties and developments as “elderly only” and thereby exclude non-elderly people with disabilities.   

III. Federal Housing Resources Targeted to Rural Communities 

Andrew Sperling, NAMI’s Director of Federal Legislative Advocacy, presented a briefing on federal rural housing programs at the Farmers Home Administration within the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  These include the Section 515 programs that promote homeownership and production of rental housing (both capital and operating subsidy, as well as tenant-based rental assistance).  
IV. The Consolidated Plan and Public Housing Plan Processes – How States, Localities and Local Housing Agencies Access Federal HUD dollars 

Ann O’Hara presented on how states and localities are required by HUD to engage in planning for how federal housing and community development resources are to be directed to state and local priorities.  This presentation included specific descriptions of the HUD Consolidated Plan and how it governs the state and local allocation of programs such as HOME, CDBG, and HOPWA.  Similarly, the Public Housing Plan was described as a key planning document for how housing authorities run and manage their public housing and Section 8 programs (including oversight over the process of designating public housing as “elderly only”).  Finally, this presentation included a description of how the Homeless Continuum of Care planning process governs the allocation of federal McKinney –Vento funds.    

V. The Role of Consumers, Families, and Behavioral Health Providers in Accessing Mainstream Affordable Housing Resources

Immediately after a lunch break, Andrew Sperling provided a training module on the role of consumers and families in advocating for increased access to decent, safe, and affordable housing.  This included a discussion of the role of stable housing in recovery and the importance of participation in local Consolidated Plan and Continuum of Care planning processes and service on local housing authority oversight boards.  This presentation also included discussion of the role of access to affordable housing in development of state Olmstead plans.  Finally, copies of the new NAMI Housing Toolkit (financed through the IDIQ project and written by the Technical Assistance Collaborative) were distributed to participants during this presentation.

VI. Developing Housing for Consumers with Mental Illness – Current Tennessee efforts.

Marie Williams, L.C.S.W., Director, Housing Planning and Development for

theTDMHDD presented on the state’s new “Creating Homes Initiative.”  

This presentation included specific data regarding the number of people with severe and persistent mental illness living in the state’s 212 licensed facilities, the number homeless, and the number in local jails.  TDMHDD estimates that there are 149,000 people with mental illness in Tennessee in need of some form of housing assistance.  Further, based on data from the Technical Assistance Collaborative, it is estimated that the average 1-bedroom apartment in the state consumes 80% of a monthly SSI check.  

This presentation also included a description of TDMHDD’s CHI program that has already served 1,888 consumers in the state and has set a goal of providing 2005 permanent housing placements by the year 2005.  Thus far, an annual TDMHDD investment of $2.5 million has resulted in the leveraging of more than $24.5 million in new federal, state, and local affordable housing resources for consumers including homeownership, group homes, and public-private rental housing.  This presentation included a short video produced by students at Vanderbilt University (introduced by Professor Sharon Shields) on tenants in housing funded by the CHI program.      

VII. Wrap-up – Strategies for Future Collaboration with the Affordable Housing System in Tennessee, Ann O’Hara, Marie Williams, Professor Shields, and Andrew Sperling took questions from the audience on issues and topics covered during the symposium.

Rural Housing Symposium

Sumner Regional Medical Center

Gallatin, Tennessee

Tuesday, May 28, 2002

9 to 3 p.m. CST

AGENDA

9:00 a.m.
Welcome and Introductions – Mayor Don Wright, 



 Marie Williams, Joyce V. Judge, Becky Buckosh & Betty Duncan

9:30 a.m.
Affordable Housing through Federal Home Loan Bank Programs



Carol M. Peterson, Senior Vice President, FHLB, Cincinnati, OH

10:00 a.m.
Overview of Resources in Affordable Housing System



 Ann O’Hara, Technical Assistance Collaboration, Boston, MA

10:30 a.m.
BREAK

10:45 a.m.

Federal Housing Resources Targeted to Rural Communities



Andrew Sperling, J.D., M.A., NAMI Director of Public Policy & Federal 

 
Legislative Advocacy, Arlington, VA

11:30 a.m.
The Consolidated Plan and Public Housing Plan Processes – How States, 


Localities and Local Housing Agencies Access Federal HUD dollars



Ann O’Hara

12:15 p.m.
LUNCH


1:15 p.m.
The Role of Consumers, Families and Behavioral Health Providers in  Accessing Mainstream Affordable Housing Resources


Andrew Sperling

2:00 p.m.
Developing Housing for Consumers with Mental Illness – Current Tennessee efforts


Marie Williams, L.C.S.W., Director, Housing Planning and    Development, TDMHDD


2:45 p.m.
Wrap-up – Strategies for Future Collaboration with the Affordable Housing System in Tennessee


Ann O’Hara, Carol Peterson, Andrew Sperling

3:00 p.m.
Adjourn

*************

