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Report of Technical Assistance Activity

$ Site: Winston-Salem and Raleigh, North Carolina

$ Dates of Activity: April 11-12, 2002

$ Type of Assistance Provided:  
· Two presentations at the 2002 North Carolina Supported Housing Conference

· Leadership of a one-day Strategic Consensus Building Discussion on the Olmstead decision and its implications for state housing policy, with representatives of the North Carolina Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services, the North Carolina office of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the North Carolina Housing Finance Agency and other stakeholders

$ Specific Topic Area: Mainstream and supported housing for people with mental disabilities, and the use of civil rights laws to achieve greater housing opportunities.

$ Outcomes Anticipated:  As a result of the visit and subsequent technical assistance, several possible solutions will be examined and at least one will be implemented. 



Conference workshop participants will be better informed about the disability protections of the Fair Housing Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act, and will be able to articulate the extent to which reasonable accommodation arguments can be used to expand housing opportunities for people with mental disabilities.

Attendees at the conference Roundtable Discussion will be better able to assess the state=s obligation under Olmstead to provide integrated housing, and the extent to which state and local zoning and land use practices impede this obligation.

The Strategic Consensus Building Discussion will bring together important players in the disability and housing worlds who have not previously talked with one another about the state=s housing policy with respect to people with disabilities.  In addition to this important convening function, the Discussion will also expose senior government officials to  advocacy organizations that are trying to promote supported housing as an alternative to older congregate models of care, and will leave participants better able to articulate methods of responding to community opposition to housing and community-based services for people with mental disabilities.

$ Organizational representation and involvement: The Conference was sponsored by the North Carolina Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services, the Mental Health Association of North Carolina, the North Carolina Council on Developmental Disabilities, The Arc of North Carolina, VOICES for Addiction Recovery and Housing Works.  Participants included representatives from NAMI North Carolina and dozens of other leading mental health, substance abuse, housing and legal rights organizations throughout North Carolina.

The Strategic Consensus Building Discussion included 22 participants from a wide range of public and private agencies, including the Assistant Secretary for Long-Term Care of the North Carolina Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services, the Director of the North Carolina office of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, senior staff of the North Carolina Housing Finance Agency, the Mental Health Association of North Carolina and a number of providers and consumers.

$ Description of Activity:  Prior to the April 11 conference and April 12 Discussion, Michael Allen had preparatory conference calls with state officials concerning their expectations about his visit.   Thereafter, he:

· Conducted a Workshop entitled Fair Housing and Reasonable Accommodation at the 2002 North Carolina Supported Housing Conference

· Led a High-Level Roundtable Discussion: Legal and Community Barriers to Supported Housing at 2002 North Carolina Supported Housing Conference.  Discussion involved North Carolina League of Municipalities, North Carolina Association of County Commissioners and North Carolina Attorney General=s Office, and centered on state=s obligations under Olmstead and the extent to which local government zoning and land use practices helped or hindered such efforts.

· Led a one-day Strategic Consensus Building Discussion on the Olmstead decision and its implications for state housing policy, with representatives of the North Carolina Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services, the North Carolina office of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the North Carolina Housing Finance Agency and other stakeholders

Feedback:

After his visit, Conference organizers advised Michael Allen that evaluations of his two sessions were overwhelmingly positive, with one participant indicating that it was the best presentation of such issues he had heard.  Michael also learned that his April 12 Discussion had been the catalyst for a first-ever meeting of senior disability, housing and housing finance agency officials, and that his presentation on the state=s obligations under Olmstead and responses to community opposition had been a thought-provoking experience that was likely to be translated into positive action on state housing policy affecting people with disabilities. 

