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Report of Technical Assistance Activity

$ Site: Trenton, New Jersey

$ Dates of Activity: December 2 and 3, 2002

$ Type of Assistance Provided:  
· Full-Day Institute titled AStrategies for Addressing Neighborhood Opposition and Integrating Housing Into the Community@ (26 participants)

· Workshop on ALegal Issues Affecting Community Housing@.  Mr. Allen made a presentation on Bazelon=s Model Law providing a legally enforceable right to recovery-oriented mental health services (75 participants)

$ Specific Topic Areas: (1)  Legal and community acceptance strategies to maximize housing and service opportunities for people with psychiatric and other disabilities.  (2) Legal and legislative strategies to secure appropriate mental health services and supports for people in the community. 

$ Outcomes Anticipated:   (1) Greater insight into the strategies and policies that New Jersey consumers, planners, and developers need to instigate in order to promote integrated community housing with sufficient supports to maintain and increase the quality of life for persons with disabilities.  (2) Greater ability of Institute participants to successfully locate and run affordable housing and community-based services for people with psychiatric and other disabilities.  (3) Greater awareness of the benefits of a legally enforceable right to comprehensive and preventive mental health services and supports. 


$ Organizational representation and involvement: The Conference was sponsored by the New Jersey Division of Mental Health Services, and conducted by the Supportive Housing Association of New Jersey and the Corporation for Supportive Housing.  The overall conference drew 250 people, including supportive housing providers, service providers, the Mental Health Association, the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency, NAMI, consumer groups and advocates.  Participants in the Institute and Workshop represented a cross-section of these same groups.

$ Description of Activity:  

· Full-Day Institute titled AStrategies for Addressing Neighborhood Opposition and Integrating Housing Into the Community@ (26 participants)  Mr. Allen offered a national perspective of current trends in enforcing individual rights for housing choice and reviewed the impact of the Supreme Court=s Olmstead decision and community engagement strategies from across the country.  The Institute focused on providing concrete skills and effective strategies for overcoming community opposition.  

· Workshop on ALegal Issues Affecting Community Housing@.  Mr. Allen made a presentation on Bazelon=s Model Law providing a legally enforceable right to recovery-oriented mental health services (75 participants)   The presentation was designed to educate participants about the current condition of services and supports available to New Jerseyans with psychiatric diagnoses, and strategies available to improve the same.

Feedback:
Institute participants informally  rated the presentation as good or excellent.  Workshop participants expressed an eagerness to learn more about the Model Law and how to implement its principles in New Jersey.  Alan Kaufman, the Director of the New Jersey Division of Mental Health Services, moderated the Workshop,  spoke approvingly of the aims of the Model Law and made recommendations about how it might be improved and tailored to New Jersey=s circumstances.  The executive director of the Mental Health Association in New Jersey and the president of the Coalition of Mental Health Consumer Organizations both committed to presenting the Model Law concept to their governing bodies, with an eye to supporting its aims.  We await formal evaluation information from the Conference sponsors.   

