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NIMH OutreachNIMH Outreach

Engaging national and community groups to assist in the Engaging national and community groups to assist in the 
development of an NIMH research agenda grounded in development of an NIMH research agenda grounded in 

public health need.public health need.

In response to the 1998 IOM Report, In response to the 1998 IOM Report, Scientific Opportunity and Scientific Opportunity and 
Public NeedPublic Need, NIMH began a series of activities to foster public , NIMH began a series of activities to foster public 
dialogue with professional and constituent groups, both nationaldialogue with professional and constituent groups, both nationally ly 
and in communities across the US:and in communities across the US:

Professional Coalition for Research ProgressProfessional Coalition for Research Progress,, annual annual 
meeting with professional organizationsmeeting with professional organizations
National Alliance for Research ProgressNational Alliance for Research Progress,, meeting twice a year meeting twice a year 
with national voluntary organizationswith national voluntary organizations
Dialogue MeetingsDialogue Meetings,, periodic meetings with communities across the periodic meetings with communities across the 
US (TX, AK, Chicago, Four Corners, Pittsburg)US (TX, AK, Chicago, Four Corners, Pittsburg)
Outreach Partnership ProgramOutreach Partnership Program,, competitively selected partner competitively selected partner 
in each state and over 80 national partnersin each state and over 80 national partners



What is the Outreach What is the Outreach 
Partnership Program?Partnership Program?

A nationwide initiative of the National Institute of A nationwide initiative of the National Institute of 
Mental Health (NIMH)Mental Health (NIMH)

51 Outreach Partners, one in each state and the 51 Outreach Partners, one in each state and the 
District of ColumbiaDistrict of Columbia

Over 80 National PartnersOver 80 National Partners

Collaborate with Federal PartnersCollaborate with Federal Partners
–– National Institute for Drug Abuse (NIDA)National Institute for Drug Abuse (NIDA)
–– Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS)Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS)



MissionMission

Works to bridge the gap between mental health Works to bridge the gap between mental health 
research and clinical practiceresearch and clinical practice
–– Increase public awareness through publications and Increase public awareness through publications and 

updatesupdates
–– Provides opportunities for input in the development Provides opportunities for input in the development 

of the national research agendaof the national research agenda

Builds an integrated network of state and national Builds an integrated network of state and national 
organizationsorganizations
–– Promotes cost and information sharingPromotes cost and information sharing
–– Helps national campaigns and outreach efforts reach Helps national campaigns and outreach efforts reach 

state grass roots levelstate grass roots level



Outreach Partner RequirementsOutreach Partner Requirements

Conduct mental health communications program Conduct mental health communications program 
–– Utilize print and broadcast mediaUtilize print and broadcast media

Design and implement an educational outreach program Design and implement an educational outreach program 
targeting at least one historically underserved populationtargeting at least one historically underserved population

Promote volunteer participation in NIH/NIMH supported Promote volunteer participation in NIH/NIMH supported 
research studies/clinical trialsresearch studies/clinical trials

Consult with a science advisor on material development Consult with a science advisor on material development 
and outreachand outreach

Work with State Mental Health Program DirectorWork with State Mental Health Program Director’’s Office s Office 
on statewide committees, initiatives, and other activities.on statewide committees, initiatives, and other activities.

Arrange scienceArrange science--based presentationsbased presentations
–– Gatekeepers or special populationsGatekeepers or special populations
–– Worksite of at least one major employerWorksite of at least one major employer



Program Activities Program Activities 

ListservListserv
Annual MeetingAnnual Meeting
TeleconferencesTeleconferences
UpdateUpdate
–– BiweeklyBiweekly
–– New government resources & newsNew government resources & news

NIMH PublicationsNIMH Publications
Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance
Small StipendSmall Stipend



The UpdateThe Update

ContentContent
–– Science and Service News UpdatesScience and Service News Updates
–– Resources:  Publications, Toolkits, Other ResourcesResources:  Publications, Toolkits, Other Resources
–– Funding InformationFunding Information
–– Programmatic Funding OpportunitiesProgrammatic Funding Opportunities
–– Research Funding Opportunities (Pas and RFAs)Research Funding Opportunities (Pas and RFAs)
–– Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events

DistributionDistribution
–– 2 times a month2 times a month
–– Outreach and National PartnersOutreach and National Partners
–– Additional listserv to 180 subscribersAdditional listserv to 180 subscribers
–– Partners post on web sites; disseminate through their own Partners post on web sites; disseminate through their own 

listservs; send to local medialistservs; send to local media



Who are the Partners?Who are the Partners?

Outreach
Partnership Program

Office of Constituency Relations and Public Liaison

National Institute of Mental Health
In Partnership with NIDA and SAMHSA

Partnering across the Nation to 
improve America’s mental health





For more information:

http://www.nimh.nih.gov/outreach/partners

Contact information:Contact information:
Daisy Whittemore, DirectorDaisy Whittemore, Director
301301--443443--58075807
whittemm@mail.nih.govwhittemm@mail.nih.gov
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